
by Nathan Conover

An idea was born at the Bay 
Village Snoball Run this past 
February when two friends, 

Stephanie Jordan and Karry O’Brien, 
both seniors at Bay 
High School, dressed 
up as princesses for 
the event. 

“We got so much 
attention being 
dressed up as prin-
cesses that we thought, 
‘we could turn this into 
something’,” Stepha-
nie said.

And turn it into 
something they did. 
This past Fourth of 
July, The Fairytale 
Foundation (a non-
profit organization) 
was launched when 
Stephanie and her 
friends Abbie Dono-
van, Lily Conover and 
Hannah Zacharias 
dressed up as prin-

cesses for a good cause. It wasn’t 
accomplished without a little help 
though.

Stephanie’s mother, Karen, 
helped with the costumes. Between 
her and Stephanie, the two worked 

for 130 hours on the elaborate cos-
tumes. Lily lent technical support, 
setting up a website with links to an 
email address and Facebook, Twitter, 
Pinterest and Instagram pages.

by Sharon Fedor

Ever experience someone shaking their head 
in dismay and lamenting, “What is this world 
coming to?” Ever experience feelings of deep 

sadness, and helplessness after watching the news 
and hearing about the chaos in the world? It’s hard 
to understand how man can be so cruel to his fellow 
man, sometimes it is unbearable. The chaos and the 
conflicts in this world may indeed feel overwhelm-
ing with no clear solutions in sight. From floods, to 
fires, to earthquakes, to tornadoes, to terrorism, to 
unemployment, to disease, the world presents us 
with situations that seem beyond our ability to con-
trol or even comprehend. 

Be encouraged for there is something you can 
do. Join Westlake Prays, and be part of a community 
that comes together in the belief that prayer has the 
power to heal, to help, to mend. Every Thursday at 
5:45 p.m., at one of five different churches in Westlake, 
people join together, lift their hearts and pray togeth-
er. Service lasts 15 to 30 minutes, and includes prayer, 
scripture, songs and silence. The 5:45 start time was 
intentionally chosen so people could stop in on their 
way home from work, and still get home for supper.

FREE
FREE TO READ!
FREE TO WRITE!
Submit your story
online by July 31

at wbvobserver.com

VOLUME 7 • ISSUE 14  |  Community News Powered by the Citizens of Westlake and Bay Village  |  JUly 21 2015

More stories, photos 
and events online at 
wbvobserver.com   

Our community’s favorite newspaper, 
written by the residents of Westlake & Bay Village./wbvobserver

 » See Prayer page 2

Ph
o

to
 b

y
 N

at
h

a
n

 C
o

n
o

v
er

Princesses enchant for a good cause

A young fan sits with four members of The Fairytale Foundation. From left to right, Abbie 
Donovan, Lily Conover, Hannah Zacharias, and Stephanie Jordan.
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Big white tents, great food, live music and bonfires are just a 
few of the signature features of BAYarts’ annual Moondance 
benefit. Each year this sold-out event raises funds that help 

BAYarts maintain the campus buildings, gardens and continue to 
provide free community events year round. This year’s event, set for 
Saturday, Sept. 12, features the band Cats on Holiday, known for their 
upbeat danceable style that covers all the bases.. 

“People tell us they love our event because, like everything else 
we do, it’s fun,” says BAYarts Executive Director Nancy Heaton. “No 
speeches, no hands out. Once you arrive on campus, the beautiful 
venue speaks for itself. None of what BAYarts does would be possible 
without this kind of support and the community gets that. So its a 
win-win for everyone.”

BAYarts lines up more food vendors for 
annual Moondance benefit on Sept. 12

Cats on Holiday will provide the music 
at Moondance on BAYarts’ gazebo stage 
on Saturday, Sept. 12.

Five Westlake 
churches join for 
power of prayer

Porter Library hosts ice 
cream social July 27

by Jennifer Cirincione

Friends of Westlake Porter Public Library invites 
you to their annual Ice Cream Social, to be 
held on Monday, July 27, from 6-8 p.m. at the 

library, 27333 Center Ridge Road. Sundaes made 
with your favorite Mitchell’s flavors – including the 
very special Porter Peppermint Patty – will be sold 
for $1 and plenty of entertainment will be on hand. 

 » See ICE CREAM page 2

by Donna D’Amico

The Rotary Club of Westlake/
Bay Village has had a long-
standing tradition of sup-

porting a graduating senior from 
each of the club’s high schools 
with a scholarship of $2,500. Par-
ticipants are required to complete 
an application and write an essay 

pertaining to their plans for college 
and beyond. 

While the Rotary received many 
applications this year, two students 
stood out among the rest. Allison 
Rizea from Westlake High School 
and Laura Wilson from Bay High 
School were each awarded a schol-
arship. The awards were presented 
at the weekly Rotary breakfast meet-

ing at the Westwood County Club. 
These scholarships are only 

one of many of the local and 
worldwide programs supported by 
Rotary, whose mission is “Service 
Above Self.”  New members are 
always welcome. Please contact 
Marie Marrali at MMarrali@FFL.
net for more information on join-
ing Rotary. 

Rotary Club of Westlake/Bay Village awards scholarships

 » See MOONDANCE page 2
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Last year, for the first 
time in the event’s 8-year his-
tory, food ran out early. So food 
trucks and more restaurants will 
be spread out through the eve-
ning. With the addition of the 
new 2500-square-foot ceramic 
studio, there will be more room 
for both restaurants and bars, 
a “wine pull,” the traditional 
silent auction and more sur-
prises. The event is coordinated 
by BAYarts’ special events team 
led by Diana Brewer whose specialty 
is creating surprising ambiance out of 
upcycled materials and lighting. Add 
a few bonfires and BAYarts’ breathtak-
ing campus, rain or shine, its always a 
night to remember.

Each year, BAYarts honors an indi-
vidual who is instrumental in promot-
ing cultural or nature programming 
in the greater Cleveland area. This 
year’s honoree is Bay Village resident 
Liz Maugans, executive director of 
Zygote Press, founder of the quarterly 
art magazine The CAN Journal and 
tireless advocate for the value of art 
in communities and to individuals. 

Mary Conway Sullivan, board 
development chair, says that the best 
part of all the planning and execution 

is the team who puts it together year 
after year. “My favorite part of Moon-
dance is relaxing at the end of the 
night around one of the fire pits with 
the staff and our many volunteers, 
sharing stories of how much fun we 
saw people having and conversations 
we had.”

Tax-deductible individual tickets 
go on sale Aug. 1 ($110 until Sept. 1, 
$125 after that, and $150 on the day 
of the event – although it always sells 
out about a week before; absolutely 
no tickets will be sold at the door). 
Sponsors and group tickets are still 
available by contacting mary@bayarts.
net. Up-to-date information, restau-
rants and other details can be found 
at bayarts.net. 

Citizens participate 
in writing, editing, 

photographing and delivering this newspaper. 
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24545 CENTER RIDGE RD. (between Clague & Columbia Rd.) 440-250-LOCO (5626)

10% OFF 
Your Check
Dine-In Only. Not valid with other 

coupons or discounted items. 
Expires Aug. 4, 2015 (WBO)

Mexican Monday $1.75 Beef Tacos 
$2 chicken Tacos,  $2.50 Fish Tacos

Tuesday $6 Half Pound classic Burger 
Wednesday chicken Paprikash Lunch 

$5.99 dinner $7.99

THursday Jumbo Wings 59 cents
Friday Fish Fry Lake erie Perch

8 oz. strip steak, Veg, Potato & salad - $13.95
saT./sun. Penne Pasta $6.99

CHEF OPERATED KITCHEN - Open Everyday til 2am

LOCO HOUR EVERY DAY! 
11 am - 7 pm : $2 Drafts 

$2.25 Bottles • $2.50 Well Drinks
Best Corned Beef and Burgers In Town!

PLEASE PROOF READ FOR ACCURACY
Ad artwork ©2014 Westlake | Bay Village Observer

AMISH CREWS
ROOFING - SIDING - CARPENTRY
CONCRETE - MASONRY - WTRPRF
GARAGE - ADDITION - DECK - PORCH

KITCHEN - BATH - BASEMENT
COMPLETE RENOV. - NEW HOME

216-323-0916
www.Amishbest10.com

On Fourth of July weekend, 
the young women donned their 
princess ballgowns and hit the 
grounds of the Bay Days carni-
val at Cahoon Memorial Park in 
Bay Village. They were a huge 
success. The bedazzled prin-
cesses were a hit with carnival 
goers, especially little girls, and 
the foundation collected $435 
in donations for the Kiwanis 
Eliminate Project, dedicated to 
eliminating neonatal tetanus, a 
disease that kills one baby every 
nine minutes across the globe.

The Fairytale Foundation’s 
future plans include making 
“princess appearances” at com-
munity events as well as birth-
day parties to raise money for 
the Kiwanis and other charities 
such as Rainbow Babies and 
Children’s Hospital and others 
that may come forward down 
the road. 

If you would like to book the 
Princesses for a birthday party 
or would wish to donate, their 
contact information is located 
on their website: thefairytale-
foundationcle.org. 

Westlake Prays began on May 21, 
hosted by St. Ladislas Catholic Church, 
and will continue as long as there is sup-
portive interest in joining together. From 
prayers for world peace, to prayers for 
our children, or prayers for aging parents, 
prayers are said for anything and every-
thing. The prayers take on the uniqueness 
and intentions of those who attend. 

The chaos of this world brought 
the leaders of five churches of distinct 
denominations together, initiated by 
Pastor Sherman Bishop of Prince of 
Peace Lutheran. He met with Bob Hertl, 
St. Ladislas; Damien Lake, Church of 

the Redeemer; John Butchko, Westlake 
United Methodist; and Joanne Rowden, 
Unity Spiritual Center. The churches 
follow a rotating schedule: First Thurs-
day: Unity Spiritual Center, 23855 Detroit 
Road; Second Thursday: Prince of Peace 
Lutheran, 28455 Center Ridge Road; Third 
Thursday: St. Ladislas, 2345 Bassett Road; 
Fourth Thursday: Church of the Redeemer, 
23500 Center Ridge Road; Fifth Thursday: 
Westlake United Methodist, 27650 Center 
Ridge Road.

You do not need to be a member of 
one of these churches to attend. All faiths 
are welcome. Look for the yard signs 
placed at all of the churches inviting you 
in. Anyone willing to place signs in their 
yard can contact Reverend Joanne Rowden 
at revjoanne@unityspiritualcenter.com. 

PrAYER                
from front page

Come see The Big Daddies Band, Bal-
loon Bender Dave, and other entertainment. 
Check out the silent auction which closes 
that day at 7:45 p.m. Bidding on a wide vari-
ety of packages donated by local businesses 
is now available in the library lobby. Make 
sure the kids take a turn at the cakewalk – a 
50-cent round might win you 
one of our 60+ cookie and cake 
choices.

Portables Gift Shop will 
be having a Sidewalk Sale on 
Saturday, July 25, 9 a.m.-5 
p.m.; Sunday, July 26, 1-4:30 
p.m.; and Monday, July 27, 9 
a.m.-8 p.m. The gift shop is 
run by Friends, staffed by vol-
unteers, and all proceeds go to 
the library.

The Book Nook will offer 
thousands of half-priced 
books, movies, and more for 
sale in two rooms on Monday, 
July 27, from 10 a.m.-8 p.m. 
The Book Nook is a used book 
room run by Friends that sells 

the library’s discarded books, as well as 
books donated by the public. This is a great 
time to stock up on summer reading and to 
get a deal on used library books and media. 
Also for sale will be discarded library chairs 
and carts.

Friends of WPPL looks forward to your 
attendance at this fun, annual community 
event! Parking is available at the library and 
across the street at the post office. Happy 
summer! 

ICE CREAM           
from front page

The Porter Library Book Nook will offer 
thousands of half-priced books, movies and more 
for sale on Monday, July 27, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.

MOONDANCE        
from front page

?

Painting
Gutter Cleaning $70-$75

Drywall, Plastering
Electrical/Plumbing

Window Repair
Porch/Steps Repair
Garage Door RepairGarage Door Repair

Deck/Home Pressure
Washing

Handy Man Services
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Now, great care is available here at Crocker Park.

Pediatrics • Primary Care • Specialty Care

Saturday, August 1, Noon - 2 p.m.
38 Main Street, Suite 300, Westlake, OH 44145 (Above Brio)

COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE AT CROCKER PARK

At MetroHealth, we are here for everyone. Our locally focused expertise continues 

to reach more and more residents with 18 locations across the area. Which is 

why we’re proud to announce that the new Westlake Health Center at Crocker Park 

is now open, part of our ongoing commitment to meet your needs where you live. 

Learn more at metrohealth.org/westlake.

The New MetroHealth Westlake Health Center.

MH15_040Westlake_4-625x7-5.indd   1 7/17/15   9:01 AM

by  Richard Gash

Congratulations to 2015 Bay 
High graduate, Nathan Cul-
linan, on receiving the Quar-

termaster Award, the highest rank 
in Sea Scouts. The award was pre-
sented to Nate after he sat through 
a Board of Review composed of four 
scout leaders with over a hundred 
years’ experience. Nate was quizzed 
on his leadership skills and the les-
sons learned during his tenure in 
Sea Scouts. The board was particu-
larly challenging as it was chaired 
by Mark Bobal, a retired U.S. Coast 
Guard Commander. 

Mr. Bobal, who presently serves 
as the Passenger Vessel Safety Spe-
cialist for the 9th Coast Guard Dis-
trict stated that, “Nate was ready for 
all the questions we could send his 
way.” The nautical questions which 
Mr. Bobal asked stemmed from his 
service on board the Arctic Icebreak-
er, CGC Westwind and over 30 years 
in the Marine Safety Inspection field.

Nate has been involved in the 
Bay Seat Scouts for five years. In that 
time he has tackled many projects 
including leading a group of youth in 
building underwater remote operated 
vessels (ROVs) for competitions spon-
sored by the Marine Advanced Tech-
nology Education (MATE) Center. He 
also oversaw the completion of the 
Rolling Tide, a floating 8-foot ham-
ster wheel, made from recycled Tide 
bottles. The Sea Scouts entered the 
Rolling Tide in the Great Lake Erie 
Boat Float at Edgewater Park. 

Last year Nate com-
peted in the International 
Koch Cup Regatta in Long 
Beach, California, sailing 
with over 80 Sea Scouts 
from countries ranging 
from Australia to Poland. 
Nate came in second in 
the Kiwi Division. Before 
Nate heads off to college 
at the International Yacht 
Restoration School (IYRS) 
in Bristol, Rhode Island, he 
will sail on the tall ship, S/V 
Dennis Sullivan, as a chap-
eron for other students.  
This tall ship program is 
sponsored by the Cleveland Rotary 
project YESS program.

Nate’s leadership and mechani-
cal skills repairing engines and rig-
ging on the Sea Scout boats will be 
sorely missed as he heads off to IYRS; 

but we wish him well as he continues 
his studies in Composite Technology 
and Marine Systems. 

Bay Sea Scout achieves highest rank

Nathan Cullinan, right, received the Quartermaster Award, the highest 
rank in Sea Scouts, after a challenging review from board chairman 
Mark Bobal.
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by Lisa Gregory

The Westlake Football Backers will host 
the third annual Meet-The-Team Season 
Kick-Off community event and fund-

raiser on Monday, Aug. 17, 6-9:30 p.m., at the 
St. Clarence Pavilion, 30106 Lorain Rd., North 
Olmsted. 

We are partnering with WYFA (the Westlake 
Youth Football Association) and WHS Cheer-
leading, along with football families, coaches 
and players. The event provides an opportunity 
for the entire community and alumni to meet 
all players for the seventh-grade, eighth-grade, 
freshman, JV and varsity teams.

Dave Chudowsky, WKYC sportscaster, will 
be the emcee for the event. The evening will also 
include presentations of the teams and coaching 
staff, dinner, slideshows, raffles, apparel sales, 
spirit sales, and lots of other fun.

The event is open to the  community and 
alumni to gather and “kick-off” the season by 
showing support for the teams and players. The 
funds generated from this event go towards 
team equipment needs, team apparel, team 
dinner supplies, team snacks, spirit items for 
the season, and much more. 

Ticket price is $12 per person. Email west-
lakefootballbackers@gmail.com to get your 
tickets by Aug. 10. For more information visit 
westlakefootballbackers.com. 

Westlake 
Football kicks 
off season with 
fundraiser

by Kim Bonvissuto

Fairview High School and 
Mayer Middle School princi-
pal Brady Sheets was appoint-

ed director of human resources by 
the Westlake Board of Education at 
its July 3 meeting.

Sheets has served as principal 
of Fairview High School and Mayer 
Middle School since 2011. He also 
served as assistant principal at Olm-
sted Falls High School for five years, 
assistant principal at Lee Burneson 
Middle School for one year and 
principal at Fort Jennings High 
School for three years. He taught 
English and served as the athletic 
director at Arcadia High School for 
five years.

He is experienced in facilitat-
ing professional development, dis-
trict budget development, human 
resources development and continu-
ous improvement planning.

“Brady’s administrative experi-
ences on the educational and opera-
tions sides of education at a variety of 
high-performing districts make him 
uniquely suited to take on the role of 

Director of Human Resources for the 
Westlake City Schools,” said Super-
intendent Geoff Palmer. “We look 
forward to him joining our admin-
istrative team in all of our future col-
laborative endeavors.”

Sheets earned his undergradu-
ate degree in English education from 
Bowling Green State University, and 
his graduate degree in educational 
administration from the University 
of Findlay. He is attending Cleveland 
State University to earn a doctorate in 
urban education, educational admin-
istration.

“This was a unique opportunity 
for me because it allows me to work in 
an area that is of great interest to me, 
and it also provides me the chance 
to work in a district with which I am 
already familiar,” Sheets said. “The 
Westlake school system and commu-
nity is a wonderful place with excel-
lent leadership, and I look forward to 
being a part of that once again.”

Sheets replaces Anne Pyros, who 
accepted the position of associate 
superintendent in the North Olmsted 
City Schools. He resides in North Rid-
geville with his wife, Lorena. 

Westlake school board 
appoints HR director

westlake  city schools

One of Nathan’s accomplishments as 
a Sea Scout was guidance of the 2010 
Rolling Tide project.
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west shore chamber of commerce

Tuesday, July 28, 7:30-9 a.m.
Bagels and Business Cards

Join the West Shore Chamber of Commerce 
along with North Coast, North Olmsted, Fairview 
Park, North Ridgeville and Olmsted Falls cham-
bers for a speed networking breakfast. There is no 
cost to attend and we welcome those interested in 
checking out the Chamber. RSVP required; email 
powerofmorechambers@gmail.com.

Montrose Kia, 5033 Detroit Rd., Sheffield
Monday, Aug. 10, 11 a.m.-6 p.m.
West Shore/Fairview Park Chamber 
Annual Golf Outing

Shotgun start – $150 per person includes golf, 
cart, lunch and dinner. Opportunity to win a variety 
of prizes and have a lot of fun as well! This year’s 
Hole in One prize is a new BMW from Westlake 
BMW. Visit westshorechamber.org or call 440-835-
8787 for details.

Avon Oaks Country Club,                  
32300 Detroit Rd., Avon

Tuesday, Aug. 11, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
New Teachers Luncheon

This is a special lunch which will welcome all the 
new teachers to the district. We will have network-
ing from 11:30-noon then lunch and presentation to 
follow. Cost: $20. RSVP required; email 
powerofmorechambers@gmail.com.

LaCentre, 25777 Detroit Rd., Westlake

Chamber events

Business networking takes 
off at Power of More event
by Tammy Bertrand

On July 15 about 200 mem-
bers of the Power of More, 
including West Shore 

Chamber of Commerce, gathered 
on the observation deck of the 100th 
Bomb Group Restaurant for an eve-

ning of networking on what turned 
out to be a beautiful and sunny 
evening. Members from six differ-
ent chambers had an opportunity to 
meet people doing business in other 
areas and make new connections. 
Westlake Mayor Dennis Clough also 
came by to join us! 

Doug Rogers, Mike Cristino, Brandon Carta and Chris Stahurski 
make some new connections at the Power of More event on July 15.

Lending a hand to Wigs for Kids

July 16 was folding day for West Shore Chamber 
of Commerce members, Wigs for Kids, in order 
to prepare for their Day at the Zoo. Many local 

business members as well as local volunteers spent 
some time sorting and folding shirts for the big 
event. On July 25, you can head to the Cleveland 
Metroparks Zoo with hundreds of other people 
who will run, walk and get haircuts to benefit the 
Wigs for Kids program. If you are interested in 
starting a team or just spending the day at the Zoo 
in support, contact Sevasti Tsarnas at stsarnas@
wigsforkids.org for more information. 

Many volunteers were on hand 
to sort and fold shirts, including 
a young lady who is already 
a recipient of a wig as well as 
another girl who plans to donate 
her hair for a child who needs it.

Tammy Bertrand, Sevasti Tsarnas and Cristina 
Bertero take a break from folding hundreds of 
T-shirts for the July 25 Wigs for Kids Day at the 
Cleveland Metroparks Zoo.
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West Shore Chamber welcomes new hotel to Westlake
by Tara Wendell

Over the course of 14 months and several 
million dollars, the hotel at the corner of 
Crocker and Clemens roads has gotten 

back its gleam. The transformation of the former 
Holiday Inn into a DoubleTree by Hilton was 
ceremoniously completed July 10 with a ribbon 
cutting and open house event.

“When this hotel originally came into West-
lake, it truly was the jewel of the West Side. It is 
again!” Mayor Dennis Clough exclaimed, before 
thanking the hotel’s ownership group for rein-
vesting in the city.

The building underwent a total renovation 
of the lobby, 267 guest rooms and 11,000 square 
feet of event space. The public areas feature con-

temporary design elements marked by neutral 
color tones, dark wood and stonework. Framed 
artwork celebrating Cleveland’s culture and 
landmarks can be seen throughout the lobby. 
A highlight of the transformation is the debut 
of the new Sanctuary Restaurant, led by local 
celebrity chef Chris Hodgson. 

Hotel management expects to add 40 new 
jobs when the facility reaches normal occupancy 
in a few months. Another 20 jobs were transferred 
to Westlake when Twin Tier Hospitality, which 
manages the DoubleTree property, relocated its 
corporate headquarters from Pennsylvania.

“For me as an owner, it’s always my number 
one priority to make sure we add good qual-
ity jobs,” said Satish Duggal, Twin Tier CEO and 
president. 

The updated lobby features neutral colors and modern accents.

The Sanctuary restaurant serves up Chris Hodgson’s signature 
dishes made with premium and locally-sourced ingredients.

Doubletree GM Joyce Lyle-Freeman 
and Mayor Clough cut the ribbon.

Owner Satish Duggal and general 
manager Joyce Lyle-Freeman accept a 
Chamber plaque from Tammy Bertrand.

The former Holiday Inn on Crocker Road underwent a major 
renovation and has reopened as a Doubletree by Hilton hotel.
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West Shore Chamber welcomes new hotel to Westlake

by DiaNne Borowski

It’s raining again. So far this has been a soggy 
summer. I’m lucky I live in an apartment and 
don’t have to worry about flooded basements. 

It’s no fun. I’ve been there.
Every sunny dry day is cherished. One espe-

cially nice outing this summer was accompanying 
my family to watch a young eagle getting ready to 
leave its nest. I find birding an enjoyable hobby. 
It’s perfect for senior citizens unless the birds are 
located in a faraway, swampy area. Bring me to 
the birds and I am happy.

Of course, summer is a great time to watch 
the boats sailing on Lake Erie. If anything in my 
life brings me peace and contentment it’s being 
close to the water, watching the movement of the 
waves. The ebb and flow of the waves soothes and 
comforts me. Any problems I might have I give to 
the lake, letting them drift away to Canada. For a 
time I can forget life’s occasional heartaches.

I treasure my time near the water and am 
looking forward to August, hoping for a little less 
rain and a little more time at the water’s edge. 

The simple 
pleasures of 
summer

one senior’s opinion Summer book 
sale, July 25-28
by Linda Lamb

Mark your calendars for the upcom-
ing book sale at the Bay Village 
branch of the Cuyahoga County 

Public Library. You can find all your summer 
reading materials from Saturday, July 25, 
through Tuesday, July 28, at remarkably low 
prices. The sale is held at the library during 
regular library hours, with the exception of 
Tuesday, when it closes at 7 p.m.

The event is sponsored by the Friends 
of Bay Village Library with the proceeds 
to be used for upcoming programs and 
activities. There is a large selection of books 
for readers of all ages as well as magazines, 
DVDs, CDs, books on tape and more. All 
materials have been categorized for easy 
shopping. Tuesday, the last day of the sale, 
is bag day when a full bag of books costs $1. 
Bags are provided by the library.

Volunteers are needed to help with the 
book sale and other library-related projects 
sponsored and funded by the Friends of 
the Bay Village Library. For information on 
volunteering, the book sale, or becoming 
a member of the Friends of the Bay Vil-
lage Library, visit the library at 502 Cahoon 
Road or call 440-871-6392. 

by RJ Johnson

“So, what do you want to 
do?”

When my wife asked 
me this question, the possibilities 
were greatly expanded for the next 
few days. The boy was at camp until 
the weekend, and the girl had left for 
two weeks in China that morning. 
We were home alone.

The night before the boy left, he 
asked, “Will you miss me?”

“Yes,” I assured him. “We will 
miss you.”

That answer was true. I am glad 
he did not ask, “Are you sad that I 
will be gone for the week?” The 
answer to that would have required 
much more nuance.

The girl did not ask. Displaying 
the confidence of the teen years, 
she told us, “You’re going to miss 
me while I’m gone.”

What would we do with these 
few evenings home alone? There 
were several things I knew we would 
NOT do. We would not have hot dogs 
or chicken nuggets for supper. We 
would not watch anything involving 
super heroes or teenage romance on 
television. We would not talk about 
fashion trends or the latest add-on 
for an internet-based video game. 
We would not have to search to find 
the telephone or the remote controls.

“I don’t know,” I responded. 
“The options seem limitless.”

As I pondered the question, I 
gave my wife a kiss. Something was 
missing. There were no children 
screaming, “Gross, do you guys have 

to do that in front of us?”
I think there is something 

genetically instilled in children that 
causes the gag reflex when they see 
their parents showing affection to 
one another. Affection can lead 
to more children. More children 
means more competition for things 
like food and control of the televi-
sion remote.

We dished up our curry, and 
made our way to the family room 
to watch whatever we wanted to 
watch. There was something differ-
ent about the curry. It was spicier 
than normal. It tasted the way adults 
like curry to taste. No hot pepper oil 
was needed. We turned on a drama 
and watched it without anyone 
saying, “This is boring,” or asking, 
“What’s going to happen next?”

We did comment that we 
missed the children a couple times. 
When the cat came in to remind 
us that, having not been fed since 
morning, he was near starvation, 
we noted that we missed having a 
child to feed the cat. When we were 
finished eating, and surveyed the 
dishes, I asked, “Where is the staff?”

The truth is I do miss the chil-
dren when they are gone, not just 
because we can get them to feed the 
cat or clean the kitchen, but because 
I genuinely enjoy them. It is also true 
that I enjoy being home alone with 
my wife. I enjoy having conversa-
tions that are not interrupted by, “So 
what are you guys talking about?” I 
enjoy the opportunity to focus my 
attention on the one I chose to be 
with as long as we both shall live. 

Enjoying a night home alone
family observations

Cuyahoga Arts & Culture 
(CAC) is the public funder of 
arts and culture organizations 
in Cuyahoga County. Estab-
lished by voters in 2007, CAC 
has awarded more than 300 
cultural organizations over 
$125 million in grants help-
ing make events like Parade 
the Circle, the lighting of Play-
house Square and Ingenuity 
Festival possible.

 In Bay Village and West-
lake, it has been the largest 
funder of many organizations 
including BAYarts, Lake Erie 
Nature and Science Center, 
Clague Playhouse, Westlake 
Chinese School and Youth 
Challenge.

As has been witnessed 
across northeast Ohio, arts 
have been the seed to neigh-
borhood revitalization and 
economic growth, provid-
ing jobs and a quality of life 
that had diminished or never 

existed. Like these neighbor-
hoods, CAC funding has been 
the magic ingredient that has 
helped put the West Side on 
the map as a vibrant cultural 
destination that offers a diverse 
menu of choices. We no longer 
have to trek across the river to 
find life-enriching program-
ming and events. It’s right here 
in our backyards.

You’ll be hearing a lot 
about CAC in the next few 
months as the tax will come up 
for renewal. Note: this is NOT 
an increase; merely a renewal 
of the 2007 tax. To learn more 
about Cuyahoga Arts & Culture 
and why it is such an impor-
tant source of funding to the 
organizations listed above, 
visit their website at cacgrants.
org or pick up literature in 
most of the funded organiza-
tions mentioned above.

–Nancy Heaton, 
  BAYarts executive director

West Side arts rely 
on CAC funding

letter to the editor

by Tak Sato

You may have heard the term “wear-
ables,” whose etymology can be traced 
back to the earlier efforts of bringing 

the processing power of a desktop computer 
to something you can wear.

In the early days of wearable technology, 
I had my share of people telling me “you look 
funny with that hideous thing on your arm/
head/chest.” Maybe I was lacking fashion 
sense, which to this day my wife agrees, or 
since 0’s and 1’s run through my veins I felt 
nothing was wrong with my fashion state-
ment.

Admittedly, early incarnations of wear-
able computers did have clumsy form factors 
on top of being difficult and frustrating to 
operate, rendering the efficacy of such device 
questionable.

Fast forward a decade and it’s all about 
the utility of such devices. Adoption of wear-
ables has crossed demographic boundaries – 
no more a niche geek accessory of yesteryear. 
But what changed?

The current crop of wearables resemble 
real world objects such as fashion accessories 
(wrist watches, pendants, key rings) that are 
aesthetically pleasing and functionally syn-
onymous – or even superior – to their real 
world counterparts.

Yet aesthetics alone is not the reason 
why wearables, after a long history of catering 
to geeks, are having an explosion of growth 
fueled by realized and potential innova-
tions. Readily available computing power in 
an aesthetically pleasing form factor is often 
complemented by apps on the smartphone. 
Their utility is also enhanced by the ubiquity 
of being in the digital world – a world made 
possible by the proliferation of the internet 
into every nook and cranny of our lives. In 

short, wearables are another product of the 
continued synthesis of the real and digital 
worlds.

Take health monitoring for example. 
The clinical side, i.e. hospitals, has always 
been quick to embrace technology to aid 
inpatient and outpatient health monitor-
ing. A single Band-Aid-sized sensor, for 
example, can monitor a patient’s heart 
rate, body temperature, respiratory rate 
and other bodily functions while wirelessly 
reporting back to a bedside monitor, nurse 
station and even to the smartphone of the 
attending physician.

However, the consumer side is where 
we are seeing the aforementioned explosive 
growth in the adoption of wearables. Tradi-
tional computer and smartphone manufac-
turing powerhouses like Apple, Samsung and 
others continue to introduce wearables that 
are complemented by smartphone apps.

Although market analysis may be sug-
gesting that Apple Watch, at least in the 
initial incarnation, may be losing consumer 
interest shortly after launch, the rumored 
second version of Apple Watch and various 
other Android Wear-based wearables are 
threatening to take market share away from 
consumer wearable pioneering titans like 
Fitbit, Jawbone and Nike (also referred to as 
lifestyle trackers).

From continuous health monitoring to 
simply showing time, and text message or call 
notifications from your smartphone, we have 
only scratched the surface of what a wearable 
can do to appease us from the cacophony of 
distractions in our lives. Future innovation in 
this nascent market is something that we all 
can benefit from, young or old! 

Have a question for Tak about comput-
ers, software or other technology? Send it 
to editor@wbvobserver.com.

the digital world

Wearable technology for all
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Kathie Craig and Scott Mizen
Call “The Home Team” for exceptional service
List your Bay Village or Westlake home with us and we will market 
your home in the Observer, in addition to our aggressive marketing 
plan! Call or email to schedule your complimentary consultation.

Full Time, Full Service Realtors®

440-213-5117  2055 Crocker Road, Westlake
Visit us at: www.KathieCraig.com
E-mail: KathieCraig@howardhanna.com

PLEASE PROOFREAD CAREFULLY 

■ Weekly Lawn Service
■ Lawn/Bed Installation
■ Mulch • Outdoor Lighting
■ Brick Patios - Fire Pits
■ Outdoor Kitchens
     Authorized Unilock Contractor

440-235-3074 • www.DracoLandscape.com

          CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE!
Competitive Rates - Senior Discounts - Financing Available

Looking for quality, affordable dental care?
David J. LaSalvia, DDS, Inc.

General Dentist Providing Family & Cosmetic Services
440-871-8588 

26600 Detroit Rd., Westlake • www.drdavecares.com

Kids, Teens
& Emergencies 

Welcome!

Free...Your Choice! 
Professional Whitening or $50 Gift Certificate 

to Giant eagle with new patient exam and x-rays
Limit 2 per family

by Deb Marisch

The Martha Devotion Huntington 
Chapter Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution is hosting a fund-

raiser on Monday, July 27, at the West-
lake Max and Erma’s Restaurant, 30105 
Detroit Road.

When you come in for lunch, dinner 
or carry-out, Max and Erma’s will donate 

20 percent of your bill to the DAR to sup-
port patriotic, educational and historic 
preservation projects. You  must present 
the DAR coupon, available for download 
from the online version of this article 
at wbvobserver.com. Martha Devotion 
Huntington Chapter supports U.S. mili-

tary veterans, especially those at Fulton 
House.

DAR Members have proven lineal 
descent from patriots of the American 
Revolution. For membership informa-
tion, contact chapter registrar Doris 
Gorgas at lablady76@wowway.com. 

DAR supports our military

by Lori Aldrich

This year’s Festival of the Arts at St. John Medical Center in 
Westlake included for the first time an additional event 
featuring area dog and cat rescues, dog bakeries and 

shops. It was a fun and exciting time for the pooch and kitty 
shoppers, who browsed tables filled with homemade cat treats, 
fresh catnip, dog accessories and samples from a nearby dog 
food manufacturer.

In keeping with the art theme of the show, there were artists’ 
renderings of dogs and cats various materials including cards 
and stones, as well as dog-themed beach paintings.

There were some adorable loving dogs and cats from four 
local rescues, whose volunteers came to assist their furry friends 
find good forever homes. Altogether this was a wonderful addition 
to the great midsummer tradition of the St. John’s arts festival! 

St. John Medical Center Festival of the Arts

SJMC art festival welcomes 
new breed of vendors

Justin Scharfeld points out a colorful hummingbird feeder to his daughter, Ruby.

Art lovers stroll the park-like setting of the hospital campus during the festival.
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$10 OFF
A PURCHASE 
OF $50 OR 

MORE
EXP 7/31/15

NOT VALID WITH OTHER DISCOUNTS

JEFFERSON SQUARE
26149 Detroit Rd |Westlake
440-455-1156

WWW.FLEETFEETCLEVELAND.COM CLEVELAND

GAIT ANALYSIS. SHOE FITTINGS
TRAINING PROGRAMS

& MORE

POWERED BY FIT.CLEVELAND

NORTHEAST OHIO’S PREMIER
RUNNING, WALKING, AND

MULTISPORT STORE

by Diane Frye

Are you addicted to garage sales? Is the 
old proverb “one man’s trash is another 
man’s treasure” your personal motto? Well 

then, search for your next great find at the Vil-
lage Project Garage Sale on Wednesday, July 22, 
and Thursday, July 23. Steals, deals and bargains 
galore will be found on furniture, toys and other 
household items.  

The Village Project is located at 27378 W. 
Oviatt Road in Bay Village, just down the street 
from the Dover Junction shopping center. Sale 
hours are from 4-8 p.m. on Wednesday and 8 a.m. 
until 4 p.m. on Thursday.

All proceeds will benefit the Village Project’s 
mission to provide nourishing meals and extend-
ed care and service to our neighbors experiencing 
cancer. More information can be found at ourvil-
lageproject.com or by calling 440-348-9401. 

Garage sale to 
benefit Village 
Project July 22, 23

Village Project

All types of household 
items are available for 
affordable prices in the 
garage sale – like the Oster 
bread making machine 
(above) for $5, and the 
handsome chair (below) 
for $10.

www.bayarts.net/events

FARM+ART MARKET
L AKE  ROAD   BAY  V I L L AGE   OHIO
THURSDAYS 5 PM -8PM  BEGINNING JUNE 18 th

BAYarts

SHOP
LOCAL

EAT 
LOCAL

vendors contact market@bayarts.net for info

by Donna D’Amico

O’Neill Healthcare Bay Vil-
lage held a “Blessing of 
the Hands” ceremony in 

celebration of National Nursing 
Assistants week. Each year, the 
second week of June is set aside 
to acknowledge the contributions 
made by those individuals who 
have chosen to make the nursing 
assistant profession their life’s work. 
These dedicated and compassion-
ate individuals are, quite literally, 
the heart and soul, not to mention 
the “hands” of the facility. 

Staff from all departments 
came out to join in the ceremony performed by Dr. Rev. Marcettes Cunning-
ham, of Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church. “Our hands express the func-
tion of caring, whether it’s administering medication, providing rehabilitation, 
preparing a meal or helping a resident’s family. We are privileged to work for a 
profession where we have the opportunity to care for others and make a dif-
ference in their lives,” said Candy Sanson, administrator. 

‘Blessing of the Hands’ ceremony held

by Laura Stump

Gardens at Westlake hosted a 
Sunshine Cruise Casino Gala 
for their residents and commu-

nity members on June 6 which turned 
out to be a winning event for everyone 
as fun and excitement abounded. The 
Gardens was transformed into a cruise 
ship casino with slot machines, rou-
lette wheels, and black jack and craps 
tables. 

The crew (aka Gardens staff mem-
bers) pampered guests in true cruise 
fashion and passed hors d’oeuvres and 
drinks so everyone could play without 
interruption. Attendees were excited to 
win fabulous prizes donated by local 

businesses.
“Our annual casino gala has 

become one of the most popular events 
at the Gardens at Westlake and we try 
to make it bigger and better each year,” 
said Rosey Cichon, executive director. 
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Casino gala a winning event

senior living

Hand-carved, wooden birds attract the attention of visitors at the Westlake 
Historical Society’s Antique, Vintage & Craft Show on the grounds of the 
Clague House Museum during the Society’s fundraising event on July 19.

Westlake show 
blends art, 

history
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by TARA McGuinness

It’s a bird. It’s a plane. It’s Superman ... and you can find 
out all about this superhero and his Cleveland roots at 
the Bay Village branch library. Join us on Monday, Aug. 
3, at 7 p.m. for a virtual tour of how Jerry Siegel and 
Joel Shuster created the Man of Steel. Other upcoming 
programs include:

CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT
Storytimes: Caregivers and their children are invited 
to enjoy rhymes, songs, fingerplays, books and stories 
together. No registration is required.

•	 Mondays, July 28 (9:30 a.m.) Toddler Story-
time – ages 19-35 months.

•	 Tuesdays,  July 21 (9:30 a.m.) Toddler Story-

time – ages 19-35 months.

•	 Wednesdays,  July 22 and 29 (9:30 a.m.) Baby 
and Me Storytime – ages birth-18 months

•	 Thursdays, July 23 and 30  (11 a.m.) Preschool 
Storytime – ages 3-5 (not yet in kindergarten)

•	 Thursdays, July 23 and 30 (7 p.m.) Family Sto-
rytime – children of all ages

•	 Fridays, July 24 and 31 (9:30 a.m.) Family Sto-
rytime – children of all ages

•	 Storytimes will be on hiatus during the month of 
August. Please join us again in September.

ADULT DEPARTMENT
Monday, August 3 (7 p.m.) History of Super-
man – Superman might have been born on Krypton, 

but he was 
created in 
Cleveland. 
Join us on 
a virtual tour of the 
story of how Jerry 
Siegel and Joe Shuster 
created the Man of Steel.

Friday, August 7 (10 a.m.) 
BAYarts Book Discussion – Join 
friends, neighbors and library staff 
to discuss “The Interestings” by Meg 
Wolitzer.

Please register to attend any programs online at www.
cuyahogalibrary.org, call 440-871-6392 or stop in at 502 
Cahoon Road. 

Upcoming programs at the Bay Village Branch Library
bay Village branch library

by Elaine Willis

Wednesdays, July 22 and 29 (10:15 & 
11 a.m.) Let’s Sing and Dance! – Sing 
and move to the music with Miss Nancy! 
For children ages 2-6 with a caregiver. 
Please arrive early to receive a ticket at 
the Preschool Desk.

Wednesday, July 22 (2 p.m.) Wednes-
day Afternoon Book Discussion 
– The July selection is “Shanghai Girls” 
by Lisa See.

Wednesdays, July 22 and 29 (4-5:30 
p.m.) and Thursdays, July 23 and 30 
(6:30-8 p.m.) Bow Wow Books – 
Stop by the Youth Services Department 
and sign your child up for a 10-minute 
reading time with a reading therapy dog! 
Bring your own book or choose one of 
ours. Registration begins each Wednes-
day at 3:30 p.m. and each Thursday at 
6 p.m.

Thursday, July 23 (7-8:30 p.m.) Out 
of the Ordinary Picnic Foods – 
Susan Aldrich will demonstrate blender 
skills making a cold gazpacho soup. She 
will also make an out of this world PB 
granola bar and an elegant Hawaiian 
chicken salad suitable for summer pic-
nics. Come to learn and taste! Registra-
tion begins June 21.

Friday, July 24 (10 a.m.-noon) Por-
ter’s Fiber Fanatics – A time for 
needlecrafters to share, solve problems, 
and show off.

Friday, July 24 (10:30-11:30 a.m.) 
Sensory Storytime – Join us for a 
storytime for children with special needs 
and their parents/caregivers. The pro-
gram includes interactive stories, rhymes, 
songs and movement activities, followed 
by 30 minutes of play. Content is geared 
to ages 3-7. Registration begins one week 
before each session.

Friday, July 24 (1-4 p.m.) Super 
Smash Bros Wii U Tournament 
– We’re going head-to-head in an epic 
brawl! Test out your skills in the new 
Super Smash Bros for Wii U to see who 
will claim the ultimate prize! Pizza, pop 
and snacks will be provided. Grades 7-12. 
Registration begins July 17.

Fridays, July 24 and 31 (2-4 p.m.) 

Movies @ Your Library! – Join us 
for Friday afternoon movie matinees! 
Registration begins one week before each 
movie. Rated PG. Based on availability; 
movie titles may change without notice. 
To be shown:

•	  July 24: A diverse band of crayons 
strive to protect their magical, multi-
hued homeland from a terrifying mon-
ster.

•	 July 31: Maya is a little bee with a big 
heart. When the Queen’s royal jelly is 
stolen, it will take Maya and all her bug 
buddies to save the day!

Saturday, July 25 (9:30-11 a.m.) 
Kindlegarten E-lab – Must bring 
your registered Kindle with you. Learn 
how to download ebooks to your Kindle 
and other basic techniques. Please reg-
ister.

Saturday, July 25 (10:30-11:30 a.m.) 
Pokemon League – Bring your cards 
and accessories for a fun morning of play, 
crafts, prizes and more! For kids ages 6-12 
only. No registration.

Saturday, July 25 (2-3 p.m.) Brick 
Builders Club – Bring your ideas and 
imagination to the club! All bricks pro-
vided. Ages 6-12. No registration.

Sunday, July 26 (2-3:30 p.m.) Bore-
dom Busters! – Games, crafts, puzzles 
and more! All ages welcome. No reg-
istration necessary. Children under 
age 9 must be accompanied by 
an adult.

M o n d a y , 
July 27 (2-4 
p.m.) Teen 
Lounge: Summer 
Edition – Look-
ing for a fun place 
to hang out? Each 
week there will be differ-
ent activities. This week: 
Experiments. Grades 
7-12.

Monday, July 27 
(6-8 p.m.)  Ice 
Cream Social – Join 
the Friends of the Library 
for their annual ice cream and family 
entertainment extravaganza!

Tuesday, July 28 (2:30-3 p.m.) Book 
Buddies – Teen volunteers will help 
younger students retain their read-
ing skills. This program is designed for 
children entering grades 1-4 who need 
extra help practicing reading. Please 
note: Book Buddy volunteers are neither 
expected nor trained to correct learning 
problems or to teach children to read. 
Registration begins one week before each 
session.

Tuesday, July 28 (3-4 p.m.) 
Summer Brain Games – Keep up 
your skills during summer vacation! 
Kids in grades 1-4 can drop in each 
week for grade-appropriate educa-
tional games. Teen volunteers and 
staff from the Westlake City Schools 
will be on hand to assist.

Tuesday, July 28 (7-8:30 p.m.) Geo-
caching Treasure Hunt (Intro) 
– To help kick off Science Week, we’re 
hiding a geocache at the library! Use 
your phone’s GPS and solve clues to find 
a “treasure.” If you’ve never been geo-
caching before, attend this introductory 
program to find out how it’s done! Please 
register.

Wednesday, July 29 (10-11 a.m.) 
Android Tablet Group: Over-
drive – Learn how to use Overdrive to 
check out and download ebooks onto 
your Android tablet. Must bring your 
Android-based tablet with you. Must 
also have an email account, WPPL library 

card, and access to Google Play. 
Please register.

Wednesday, July 29 
(2:30-4 p.m.) Sci-

ence Week: Drop-in 
Experiments – Please join 
us in the Porter Room for 
some drop-in experiments.

Wednesday, July 29 (7-8:30 
p.m.) Alien Abductions 
– Tom Wertman, director of 

MUFON Ohio and co-direc-
tor of the Cleveland Ufology 
Project, returns with anoth-
er gripping presentation on 

Alien Abductions. Because of 
the sensitive nature of the material, this 
presentation is recommended for adults 
only. Please register.

Thursday, July 30 (All Day) Mak-
erspace Technology – Check out 
our Makerspace technology back by the 
Reference Area! We have Raspberry Pis, 
littleBits, Squishy Circuits, wearables, 
augmented reality devices and much 
more!

Thursday, July 30 (1-7 p.m.) Ameri-
can Red Cross Bloodmobile

Friday, July 31 (11 a.m.-noon) Science 
Week: Egg Drop – Come at 11 a.m. to 
prepare your egg for the drop at noon in 
the lobby.

Saturday, Aug. 1 (10:30-11 a.m.) 
Mother Goose on the Loose! – 
An interactive storytime featuring simple 
books, rhymes, songs and movement. For 
ages birth-3 with an adult caregiver. No 
registration required.

Saturday, Aug. 1 (2-3 p.m.) Sensa-
tion Stations – Drop in for sen-
sory fun! Engage your child’s senses 
by scooping, pouring and sorting a 
variety of materials. No registration 
required.

Saturday, Aug. 1 (4-5 p.m.) Full 
STEAM Ahead – Each session will 
explore a different aspect of STEAM 
learning. Grades 3 and 4. Registration 
begins one week before each session.

Sunday, Aug. 2 (2-3 p.m.) Ameri-
can Girl Doll Club: Grace – 
Grace loves to bake with friends and 
invent new recipes. We will follow a 
recipe to make a treat and create a 
Paris-themed craft. Ages 6-11. Regis-
tration begins July 26.

Aug. 3-29 – Westlake-Westshore 
Arts Council’s Annual Juried 
Art Show

Tuesday, Aug. 4 (9:30-10 a.m.) Sto-
ries and Signs – Enjoy an interac-
tive storytime while learning a few 
words in sign language! Ages 0-3 with 
caregiver, siblings welcome. No regis-
tration required.

To register for any of the programs, 
please call 440-871-2600 or visit 
signup.westlakelibrary.org:8080. 

Westlake porter Public Library

Upcoming events at Westlake Porter Public Library
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CALL ME TODAY.
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TICKETS ON SALE AUG. 1 

FREE
SUMMER
CONCERT
SERIES

What a great way 
to enjoy summer!

Sat., Sept. 12 • 630-10 pm

at www.BAYarts.net
$110 until Sept 1 • $125 beginning Sept 2
$150 day of the event • Tickets NOT Sold at the Door

28795 Lake Road
Huntington Reservation
Bay Village
440-871-6543

MOONDANCE
PARTY OF THE YEAR

More local eateries and 
food trucks
Open Bars
Music by Cats on Holiday

August 2, Sunday 
7-9 pm 
BrittAny reilly BAnd
Honky Tonk/Bluegrass/Rock

August 7, Friday 
7-9 pm 
BOOGie WOOdie Kid
Boogie-Woogie & Blues 

July 21 thru Aug. 3

Groups and sponsors contact: mary@bayarts.net

by Karen Derby

Thomas Grodek will be the new 
Bay Middle School assistant 
principal beginning this fall. 

The Bay Village Board of Education 
approved Grodek for the position at 
its June meeting.

Grodek comes to Bay Middle 
School from Memorial Middle 
School in the Mentor Exempted Vil-
lage School District where he served 
as assistant principal. In addition to 
the typical duties of assistant prin-
cipal, his position allowed him to 
contribute to a wide number of ini-
tiatives as an administrator, includ-
ing a one-to-one, blended learning 
initiative and implementation of the 
PARCC testing technology strategy 
and schedule.

Prior to his assistant princi-
pal position, Grodek served as an 
instructional coach at Mentor High 
School, taught middle school math-
ematics and fourth-grade math and 
language arts. He served on a wide 
variety of district committees includ-
ing a District Technology Commit-
tee, Response to Intervention Com-
mittee, Building Leadership Team, 
Energy Conservation Committee and 
an Anti-Bullying Committee. He also 
coached middle school football for 
seven years.

Sean McAndrews, principal of 
Bay Middle School, said that Grodek 
was one of more than 160 applicants 
for the position and went through an 
exhaustive selection process, includ-
ing interviews with Bay Middle School 
teachers, district administrators and 
board of education members.

“We are excited and pleased to 
welcome Tom to our administrative 
team and to Bay Middle School,” 
McAndrews said. “His background 
in instructional leadership and 

technology, and his experience as 
an assistant middle school princi-
pal, will be a valuable resource for 
us and will insure his success as our 
assistant principal.”

Grodek holds a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in middle childhood 
education with concentrations in 
math and language arts from John 
Carroll University and a master’s 
degree in educational administra-
tion, as well as principal licensure, 
from Ursuline College.

School board member Bill Selong 
noted that he had an opportunity to 
be part of an interview with Grodek. 
“We were all extremely impressed 
with Tom, and I think everyone else 
will be, too,” he said

Grodek and his wife, Kate, live in 
Bay Village and have a young child. 
“This is the community we chose 
to raise our daughter,” said Grodek. 
“I’ll be working for the benefit of her 
education, our nieces and nephews 
and our neighbors. I’m thrilled, and 
I thank the board for having faith in 
me and giving me this opportunity.”

He replaces Kevin Jakub, who 
leaves the position to serve as 
principal at Independence Middle 
School. 

Bay resident selected as new 
middle school assistant principal

bay village city schools

Support our advertisers.
And you’ll support our civic 

groups who have a voice in this 
great community resource.

Thomas Grodek

Bay Village Family Fun Night
Saturday, Aug. 1, 7 p.m.
Bay Village’s recreation department will host their 
Family Fun Night on Saturday, Aug. 1, at 7 p.m., 
in Cahoon Memorial Park. The annual event 
includes face painting, jewelry making and 
a bounce house for kids to enjoy. 
A movie will be shown on a large 
screen at dusk. 
Free for Bay Village residents.

Westlake resident Carol Maat had a little fun with the starlight filter on her 
camera, capturing some sparkling seagulls on the rocks at Huntington Beach.

OBSERVED IN 
the community
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by Kay Laughlin

How many people do you know who actually 
moved to Bay Village for retirement? Gilbert 
and Vi Hagberg did just that.

When you travel down Osborn Road, glancing at 
the houses on the south side, you come upon a yard 
with a little cottage that sits so far back from the road 
you have to look twice to notice it. At the street near 
the driveway is a sign that reads “Hap’s Half Acre.” Or 
at least that’s what it looked like back in the late 1940s 
when Gilbert “Hap” Hagberg and his wife, Vi, lived at 
28889 Osborn Road.

Gilbert and Vi purchased a half acre of land on 
the south side of Osborn Road. On the south end of 
the property was a small white cottage. Behind the 
cottage, Hap planted a berry patch and fruit trees. The 
area behind the lot was all woods. It was just enough 
land for Hap to care for in his retirement. Vi became 
active in the women’s organizations in the Village, 
and they were regular attendees of the Bay United 
Methodist Church.

Across the street at 28888 Osborn Road lived the 
Lemke family. Karen Lemke Murray remembers some 
of her best childhood memories revolved around the 
fields behind Grandma and Grandpa Hagberg’s cot-
tage. Vi and Hap weren‘t really Karen’s grandparents, 
but they might as well have been. They were there in 
emergencies and good neighbors to everyone on the 
street.

One of Karen’s favorite memories was berry-picking 

time. Grandma Vi would call on the phone and let Karen 
know it was time to pick red and black raspberries. 
Karen would make sure she had long pants on to avoid 
the thorny bushes scratching her legs.

“We would spend hours walking the big field and 
picking berries,” Karen recalls. “Tasting was part of the 
deal. Hagbergs also had cherry trees on their property. 
There was a stately old tree (in a child’s eyes) that pro-
duced sweet “Bing type” cherries. Those cherries were 
the best! Grandma Vi would let us pick from that tree 
and that was the best candy ever. It was the longest 
walk down the driveway for a little girl. It seemed like 
an eternity to get to the cottage. Once back there, it was 
like a whole different world. Those are happy memories 
that stick in my mind.”

The last Bay Village directory containing the Hag-
berg name was in 1982. The family moved Hap and 
Vi to Mentor to be closer to family. Hap died in 1984. 
What they left behind were some wonderful childhood 
memories for the Lemke family across the street. 

This is an area of homes today. Dwight Road is on 
the west side of the property. The house still stands 
today. 

5 Bedroom, 2 ½ Bath, 2-story colonial with 2 ½ car 
garage. The home also includes a full basement, 
central A/C, 2-fireplaces and spacious outdoor patio. 
Located in an established residential community the 
home has been recently updated including Kitchen, 
Baths, HVAC, roof, etc.
OPEN HOUSE DatES & timES:  SUNDayS, JUly 26,  
aUgUSt  2 &  9  frOm 12 NOON -1:30 Pm

1443 ELMWOOD AVEnuE,  
LAKEWOOD, OH  44107

AUCTION
aUgUSt 13, 2015

OFFERED WITH A PUBLISHED
RESERVE PRICE OF $125,000
BIDDING TO COMMENCE AT:

$90,000

216.861.7200
For Brochure & Terms of Sale, Call:  

marK S. aBOOD, OH rE SalESPErSON

CHARTWELL AuCTIOnS, LLC / HAnnA COMMERCIAL BROKERAGE 
MICHAEL E. BERLAnD, OH AuCTIOnEER CHartWEllaUCtiONS.COm

Snippets of Bay Village History: 			          

Hap’s Half Acre

Gilbert “Hap” Hagberg, right, with his 
neighbors, George Campbell and Ed Stanton.

Hap and Vi Hagberg retired to a small cottage 
on Osborn Road in the 1940s, calling it “Hap’s 
Half Acre.”

The citizen-powered newspaper

Share YOUR 
News, Photos & 

Community Events
50,000 Readers

700+ Citizen Writers
Free at 250 Locations

Who writes for the Observer?
More than 700 community members of all ages have joined in 

to share their stories, photos and community events. 

Can I participate?
YES! The Observer is open to all Bay Village and Westlake 

residents who want to participate in sharing positive news. It’s 
fun, easy and free to become an Observer. Visit our website at 
wbvobserver.com and click on Member Center to sign up and 

be a part of this growing community project! 
Questions? Contact us at 440-409-0114 

or email staff@wbvobserver.com 

Advertising opportunities available for business promotions.

Fresh Produce in the Park

Drew Johnson and Kara Gogolek of Tyler’s Farm exhibit fresh lettuce 
at the BAYarts Farm + Art Market located in the Metroparks Huntington 
Reservation. The market is open every Thursday evening from 5 to 8 p.m. 
throughout the summer. Admission and parking are free.
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SHAPE UP THIS SUMMER!

440.333.5395

Therapeutic Exercise
Weight Management

Strength & Conditioning
officialfitnesspro.com

Official Fitness Pro

OFP
Personal Training Practice

OFP offers personal training programs based on the individual’s 
goals, limitations, and current fitness level. 

OFP provides programs from 4 to 100 sessions.
We offer services for all ages at our private studio in Rocky River 

as well as Westlake and Rocky River Recreation Centers. 

Call TODaY fOr a free 
COnsulTaTiOn wOrkOuT!

Lack of All-Stars indicative of 
Tribe’s troubles

sporting views

by Jeff Bing

The recent MLB All-Star game in Cincinnati – 
which I didn’t watch, by the way – did get me to 
thinking about the Indians and their exasperat-

ing (at least so far) season. It was the second straight 
year the Indians were represented by a lone player, 
which is also usually a barometer of what kind of year 
a team is having. And that goes for any team, not just 
the Tribe.

As everyone interested in baseball around here 
knows, Jason Kipnis was Cleveland’s All-Star repre-
sentative, and deservedly so. Kipnis is in the midst of a 
monster year at the plate and in the field, and without 
question should have been the starter.

The problem with being named the starter is that 
– barring injury to the top vote-getter at a particular 
position – you have to be voted to the game by the fans. 
And that’s where it becomes a little dicey in Cleveland. 
With attendance for Indians games plunging lower 
than a Kardashian neckline, Kipnis had about as good 
a shot of getting enough votes to start the All-Star team 
as Dennis Kucinich had of winning the presidency in 
2012. Or 2008. Or – for that matter – ever.

After Kipnis, however, who else among the posi-
tion players on the Indians was worthy of All-Star 
consideration? Slider? Ketchup? Mustard? Onion? 
Don’t laugh; had they been on the ballot, I can see 
them giving any of the other position players a run 
for their money. (Okay, now you can laugh). Sadly, the 

statement is merely indicative of just how poor the 
stats of the offensively challenged Indians are in the 
statistically-driven All-Star vote.

The Indians haven’t had as many as three rep-
resentatives on the All-Star squad since 2007. Not 
coincidentally – and as most Tribe fans are very aware 
– that was the year the Indians came one game short 
of reaching the World Series.

Of course, there are aberrations, too. Back in 
2004, Victor Martinez, C.C. Sabathia, and Jake West-
brook were joined by Ronnie Belliard (who?) and 
Matt Lawton (come again?) representing the Indians 
on the All-Star team. They enjoyed great starts that 
year but their careers with the Indians fizzled shortly 
thereafter. Sort of like Nick Swisher and Michael 
Bourn, except for the great starts. We’re still waiting 
in that regard.

If you want to dazzle your friends in trivia, the 
last Indians player to be voted in as a starter on an 
All-Star team was none other than the immortal Juan 
Gonzalez in 2001. He barely made the third outfielder 
spot back that year – remember back then, when the 
Indians actually had developed a strong fan base and 
weren’t afraid to spend money – with 22 dingers and 
74 RBI at the break. That’s not a typo: I repeat, that was 
at the break, folks, from one player! These days, that’s 
like the cumulative stats for the entire team.

In 2001, there was an abundance of fan support.
Today, “fan support” in Cleveland, thanks to lack 

of faith in leadership, is pretty much a typo. 

On June 26, the United States Supreme Court nar-
rowly ruled (5-4) to legalize gay marriage in all 50 states. 
This is something that I was sure that I would see in my 
lifetime, but not quite this soon...

That said, I feel that the decision is long overdue.
Over the past few years, this issue has been hotly 

debated; both sides have been very strong in their opin-
ion on the matter. However, the one side of the argu-
ment that states that two men or two women joined in 
matrimony does not constitute a family is old, tired and, 
frankly, outdated.

Just because a man and a woman can produce chil-
dren doesn’t give them exclusive rights to the distinction 
of being a family. That’s just science. Much like faith, 
family is rooted in something more profound than sci-
ence. It is rooted in love. When two people, regardless 
of gender, fall in love and fully commit to each other 
– whether it be a man and a woman, a man and a man, 
or a woman and a woman – a family is born. Such birth 
is a thing of beauty; and in this world where bad news 
is all too prevalent, beauty needs to be allowed to grow 
and to shine. 

This is not the end of the story, however. There is 
still much work to be done to bring equal rights to the 
LGBT community; especially in our schools. More and 
more we hear stories of kids – middle schoolers and 
high schoolers – struggling with their identity and the 
decision of “do I come out?” or “do I keep who I really 
am locked up inside me?”

For these kids, either decision can have dire con-
sequences. Coming out could mean being bullied or 
abused. But locking it up inside could be even more 
dangerous. Such a decision could lead to suicide. A 
recent study showed that a frightening 44 percent of 
transgender teenagers have attempted suicide.

More can be done and, thankfully, more is being 
done. The Supreme Court ruling was a step in the right 
direction. Thus, I am extremely proud of my country and 
the Supreme Court for supporting the LGBT community, 
supporting their rights, and supporting love.

– Nathan Conover, Bay Village

Love is winning
readers’ opinions

Friends of the Bay Village Kennel would like to 
remind residents that with warmer weather, 
please remember to take the following precau-

tions to keep pets safe.
Do not take pets in the car and leave them with 

cracked windows even to run a quick errand – leave 

them at home. Do not leave pets outside without fresh 
water, food during the day, shade and shelter.

When walking, use soft cloth or leather leashes 
that correlate to the size of your dog, and pick up and 
move them to the lawn so bikes and others can pass 
safely. Pick up that dog waste.

If you utilize electronic containment DO NOT 
leave your pets unsupervised. Recent increases in 
coyote activity and power failures could be deadly.

Please visit friendsofbayvillagekennel.com for 
ordinances and tips. 

Summertime pet 
safety tips

by Barbara Armstrong

The Herb Guild’s 31st annual scholarship lun-
cheon will be held on Aug. 5 at Avon Oaks 
Country Club. The Herb Guild will utilize 

the entire building with events, sales and tastings, 
as well as lunch. Every year the Herb Guild, which 
meets at Porter Library, gives away two scholarships 
to students pursuing college degrees in the natural 
sciences or the culinary arts. This year’s winners are 
Natasha Daniels from Twinsburg and Megan Urig 
from Elyria. Natasha will be attending Johnson and 
Wales University in Charlotte, North Carolina, and 
Megan will be attending OSU’s Agricultural Techni-

cal Institute in Wooster. Both girls will receive their 
scholarship money at the August luncheon.

The events scheduled for the day are a boutique 
with items for sale; a bakery with homemade baked 
goods, jams and jellies; a silent auction; and a basket 
raffle. Breadsmith, a Lakewood-based bread bakery, 
will be selling bread at the luncheon. With the excep-
tion of Breadsmith, all items are donated or made 
by the Herb Guild members. All proceeds from the 
luncheon will go toward next year’s scholarship.

There is currently a waiting list for the schol-
arship luncheon. Tickets went fast at $35 each. For 
more information you should call Kathie Conrad at 
215-872-9725. 

Herb Guild scholarship luncheon   
is waiting-list only

The one thing that most structures have in common 
is doors and windows. Which side you are on makes a 
huge difference in safety. Recently, our building’s fire 
alarm was ringing and the light was flashing brightly in 
all of the hallways. 

The firemen were on the way, smoke was in the 
hallway, and some of the ladies told me someone was 
still in the apartment. Her door was open and the lady 
was breathing the smoke. I asked her to leave, but she 
said the fireman at a talk recommended everyone to 
close their doors and stay in the apartment. She was 
doing just what she was told, not thinking that if the 
fire was inside your own room you should get out and 
close the door. 

Thank goodness a policeman showed up and told 
her to leave. The other residents who had left their apart-
ments were looking through the windows by the court-
yard, doing just what we were told not to do, so go figure.

– Bruce Leigh, Bay Village

Following the rules
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COMMUNITY EVENTS Post your group’s free community events online at wbvobserver.com

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Westside’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

Hot Diggity Dog, inc.
Professional Pet Care Services

“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Personal In-Home 
Pet Care
Busy Work Schedule?
Busy Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable Prices For All Services
• Meals, Walks, Medication
• Plus personal play time and any other  
   special requests
• All in the surroundings of your home

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
440-871-9245 or visit our website
www.hotdiggitydogusa.com A proud member of the Bay Village community

620 Dover 
Center Rd.

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-6 pm. Closed Sun.

440-871-0899

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop

 Lamp Repair - Reasonable Rates
“Let me brighten up your day”
FLOOR LAMPS, TABLE LAMPS,
DESK LAMPS, WALL SCONCES

No Shade Repair

Ray the Lamp Guy

Lifelong Bay resident • Retired school bus driver

440-871-4389

St. James Anglican Catholic Church

Sun., July 26 - St. James Day 10:30 a.m. Sung Mass
Bishop Starks’ Annual Visit 

www.saintjamescleveland.com 216-431-3252

Sung Mass 
Sundays 10:30 a.m. 
Catholic Faith in the 
Anglican Tradition

1861 East 55th St. 
at Payne Ave. in 
Cleveland, Ohio

PLEASE PROOFREAD.
 WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2014 WBVO

Luxury Town Cars
& SUVs at Taxi Prices
For All Your Transportation Needs

“We deliver people”

Email: JimsLiveryServiceLLC@gmail.com
Go to: JimsTaxiLimo.com

Call JLS 216-390-5610

Greenisland 
Irish Restaurant & Pub
Warm, friendly atmosphere
Great food, Irish beer on tap
Open at 11:30am Mon.-Sat.
25517 Eaton Way (off Columbia Rd.)  
Bay Village   •   440-250-9086
Proud to be part of the Bay Village community

Tuesday, July 21, 6:30-8 p.m.
Prostate Partners
Topic: A dialogue with the doctor 
presented by Leonard Bernstein, 
M.D. Call 216-595-9546 or visit www.
touchedbycancer.org for more 
information. Free.
The Gathering Place, 800 Sharon Dr., 
Westlake

Tuesday, July 21, 7 p.m.
West Shore Democratic Clubs host Ted 
Strickland
Ted Strickland, candidate for U.S. Senate, 
will discuss his 2016 campaign. If you 
wish, bring a snack to share. Beverages 
provided. For further information, contact 
Jeanne at 440-892-3430.
Western Cuyahoga Lodge 25, FOP Hall, 
26145 Center Ridge Rd., Westlake

Tuesday, July 21, 7:30-9 p.m.
Mozart Summer Sing
Whether you’re an accomplished singer 
or just love music, the West Shore 
Chorale invites you to join us for a free 
Summer Sing. We’ll be singing Mozart’s 
“Requiem,” “Regina Coeli” and the 
“Solemn Vespers.” We supply the scores, 
accompanist and conductor. Just bring 
your voice and sing with us, much like 
a Messiah sing! Listeners are welcome 
too. No reservations necessary. For more 
information call 216-373-7773.
Rocky River Memorial Hall, 21016 Hilliard 
Blvd.

Wednesday, July 22, 4-8 p.m., and
Thursday, July 23, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Village Project Garage Sale
Items for sale include furniture, toys 
and household items, all at great prices. 
Refreshments are available. All proceeds 
benefit Village Project.
Village Project, 27378 W. Oviatt Rd., Bay 
Village

Thursday, July 23, 5-8 p.m.
BAYarts Farm + Art Market
Browse local farm-fresh produce, flowers, 
nursery stock, baked good and hand-

made quality artisan items. BAYarts 
galleries and shop will be open and Vento 
will have music on the patio.
BAYarts, 28795 Lake Rd., Bay Village

Saturday, July 25, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Westside Flea
A free fun day to find a special treasure. 
We will feature antiques, upcycle, jewelry, 
artists, food, music and unique vendors. 
A donation of a canned food item is 
suggested.
Church on the Rise parking lot, 3550 Crocker 
Rd., Westlake

Saturday, July 25, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
Westlake Masonic Temple Open House
Come out and meet your local 
Freemasons. Learn about Westlake’s 
Masonic history. Hot dogs and drinks will 
be served.
Westlake Masonic Temple, Dover Lodge 
#489, 29500 Center Ridge Rd.

Saturday, July 25, 4:30 p.m.
Free Community Meal
Please join for fellowship, good food and 
great conversation. Our meal is free to 
everyone; the church is accessible to the 
physically challenged. No carry outs. 
Clague Road UCC, 3650 Clague Rd., North 
Olmsted

Saturday, July 25, 6:30-9:30 p.m.
Family Rocket Night
Things are looking up for the family with 
this fun night together. We’ve got dinner 
covered – pizza to fuel you up as you 
learn about aerodynamics with some 
cool demos. Work together to build, then 
launch your own rocket. After launch, 
we’ll bring out the telescopes (weather 
permitting) and observe the night sky. For 
individuals or groups of all ages (one adult 
must be present for each child 8 years and 
younger). Fee: $12/adult; $6/child ages 5+; 
each rocket $25. Preregistration required, 
visit lensc.org.
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center, 28728 
Wolf Rd., Bay Village

Sunday, July 26, 6:30-8 p.m.
Westlake Summer Concert Series
Bring your lawn chairs or blankets and 
enjoy a variety of music. Tonight: The Dan 
Zola Orchestra – traditional swing band.
Westlake Recreation Center, 28955 Hilliard 
Blvd.

Wednesday, July 29, 7-8 p.m.
Drum Your Emotions
Explore the various emotions that can 
come up during cancer. Experience a 
sense of release as we work together as an 
ensemble to “Drum Out” these emotions. 
Drums are provided. Advance registration 
required by calling 216-595-9546. Free.
The Gathering Place, 800 Sharon Dr., 
Westlake

Thursday, July 30, 5-8 p.m.
BAYarts Farm + Art Market
Browse local farm-fresh produce, flowers, 
nursery stock, baked good and hand-
made quality artisan items. BAYarts 
galleries and shop will be open and Vento 
will have music on the patio.
BAYarts, 28795 Lake Rd., Bay Village

Thursday, July 30, 6-8 p.m.
Pet Blessing
In spiritual connection with St. Francis, 
and to honor all sentient beings, Rev. 
Rowden will bless your pet, and your 
relationship to your pet. Event is free and 
outdoors. Donations will go to Unity and 
local pet shelters. 
Unity Spiritual Center, 23855 Detroit Rd., 
Westlake

Saturday, Aug. 1, 7 p.m.
Family Fun Night
Bring along your entire family for a night 
of FREE family fun! There will be face 
painting, jewelry making and a bounce 
house for kids. The real fun begins at 
dusk with a movie shown on a 10-by-
14-foot screen. Bring your blanket and 
come early for free popcorn! Free for Bay 
Village residents. Call the Rec Dept. with 
questions, 440-871-6755.
Cahoon Memorial Park, Bay Village

Sunday, Aug. 2, 6:30-8 p.m.
Westlake Summer Concert Series
Bring your lawn chairs or blankets and 
enjoy a variety of music. Tonight: Ace 
Molar featuring Fox 8’s Todd Meany – rock 
and blues from the ‘60s through today.
Westlake Recreation Center, 28955 Hilliard 
Blvd.

Sunday, Aug. 2, 7-9 p.m.
Free Concert at BAYarts: The Brittany 
Reilly Band
BAYarts’ concert series is free and open to 
the public. Bring your blankets and chairs, 
or use what’s on campus, as you gather 
around and enjoy Bay girl Brittany Reilly 
and her honky tonk/bluegrass/country/
blues/rock band.  
BAYarts, 28795 Lake Rd., Bay Village

ADVERTISE IN 
THE OBSERVER

IT’S MORE 
THAN AN AD...          

You’re 
Supporting Our 

Civic Groups!
Promote your business 
and give a voice to over 

40 civic groups who 
work in partnership with 
the Observer to get the 
word out about good 

things happening in our 
community.

Contact 
laura@wbvobserver.com

or 
michelle@wbvobserver.com


